	Chapter 9: The Political Process - Opinion, Interest Groups, Parties, Elections

	Big IdeasThe Political Process - Opinion, Interest Groups, Parties, Elections

	Objective(s)
9.1: Public opinion is the collection of views that people hold on public issues. Public opinion is important because it often influences the political process and affects the actions the government takes.
9.2: Interest groups are private organizations that try to influence public opinion and convince public officials to accept their goals and views. They give political power to segments of society that have similar views.
9.3: Political parties are formal organizations that work to elect candidates to public office. Our political system is dominated by two major parties, but other parties are actively involved in the system.

	Essential Questions
EQ: What is the electoral process established by the Constitution, and how can citizens affect it? ____________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
HOQ: What is the nature of the U.S.’s two-party political system, and what are the roles of the Democratic, Republican, and minor parties in this system?_____________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
HOQ: How have voting rights changed over time, and what factors affect who is able to vote and how those eligible to vote cast their ballots? _______________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
HOQ: How are elections conducted, and what role does money play in the electoral process? _______________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
HOQ: What affects do polls, interest groups, and the media have on public opinion & policy? ______________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________  
Reading Focus
1. What is public opinion? ____________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How is public opinion formed? ______________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How does the media affect public opinion? _____________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How is public opinion measured? ____________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
1. What are interest groups, and what role do they play in the political process? __________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What different types of interest groups exist? ___________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How do interest groups work? _______________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Do interest groups serve the public good? ______________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
1. What are political parties, and what role do they play in the political process? _________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How does the American two-party political system work? _________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How are political parties organized? __________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Do political parties serve the public good? _____________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
1. How is a political campaign organized and financed? _____________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How are candidates chosen for an election? ____________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What are four factors that may influence voting and voter behavior? _________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What is the difference between a general election and a special election? _____________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Do political campaigns serve the public good? __________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

	Vocabulary
public opinion- ____________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ public policy- _____________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ political socialization- _______________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ mass media- ______________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ propaganda- _______________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ poll- _____________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ sample- __________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ sampling error- ____________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ bias- _____________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ objectivity- _______________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ exit poll-__________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ interest group- _____________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ political action committee- ___________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ trade association- __________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ labor unions- ______________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ endorse- __________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ lobbying- _________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ grass roots- _______________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ political party- _____________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ political spectrum- __________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ nomination process- ________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ electorate- ________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ one-party system- __________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ two-party system- __________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ multiparty system- _________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ third party- _______________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ independent candidate- ______________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ precinct-__________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ ward- ____________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ hard money- _______________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ soft money- _______________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ write-in candidates- _________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ caucus- ___________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ direct primary- _____________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ closed primary- ____________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ plurality- __________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ absentee ballot- ____________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
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