	Chapter 2: Origins of American Government

	Big Ideas
American democracy was shaped by our English political heritage, colonial experiments in self-government, and a range of intellectual influences.  The British imposed new policies on their American colonies, sparking rebellion and, in time, the American Revolution. The states’ first attempt to build a national government, the Articles of Confederation, proved too weak to last.  Delegates at the Constitutional Convention compromised on key issues to create a plan for a strong national government.  Before the Constitution could take effect, a heated debate between those who supported the Constitution and those who opposed it took place in all the states.

	Objective(s)
2.1: American democracy was shaped by different philosophies and our English heritage.
2.2: The American colonies sought independence from Great Britain in response to unfair policies imposed on the colonies by the British.
2.3: The states’ first attempt at government, the Articles of Confederation, proved too weak to last.
2.4: Delegates at the Constitutional Convention compromised on key issues to create a plan for a strong national government. Heated debates followed the writing of the Constitution between the states that wanted to ratify it and those that did not.
2.5: Before the Constitution could take effect, a debate between those in favor of the Constitution and those who oppose it took place in the states. 

	Essential Questions:
EQ: What events/documents led to the development of American democracy?___________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
HOQ: How did events in early American days, political philosophy, and the founders’ experiences influence the development of the Articles of Confederation, and later, the Constitution? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1. Which American political ideas derived, or resulted, from an English political heritage? ________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How did colonial governments give English colonists experience in self-rule?_________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1. What conditions prompted the American colonist to declare Independence from Britain? ________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What role did the French and Indian War play in the colonies decision to seek independence?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What were the goals of the Continental Congresses?____________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What specific demands were outlined in the Declaration of Independance?___________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1. How was the first national government organized under the Articles of Confederation?__________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What were the strengths/weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation?______________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What events convinced some American leaders that a stronger national government was needed?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1. Why did the Constitutional Convention draft a new plan for government?_____________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How did the rival plans for the new government differ?___________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What other conflicts required the Framers to compromise?________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1. What were the main points of disagreement between the Antifederalists and the Federalists?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What were the main arguments made by the authors of the Federalist Papers?________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Why was the Bill of Rights important to the ratification of the Constitution?____________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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